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LETTERS, NOTES, AND ANSWERS TO
CORRESPONDENTS.

I Queries, anmwero, and communications relating to sulbect8 to which
spectal departments of the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL are devoted will be
found under theirrespective headings.

QUrIES.

P. A. W. asks where "Narissa Food " can be obtained.

G. F. S. asks to be recommended a work on "medical superstitions."
R. wishes to hear of an establishment where an invalid lady suffering
from chronic rheumatism could be received on payment of about a
guinea a week.

S.P.Q.R. would be grateful for hints or references as to diet, regimen,
exercises, etc., in the case of a candidate for public service, aged 17,
whose weight is below the standard. He is otherwise in perfect health
and vigour.

SANATORIA FOR CONSUMPTIVES.
W. 0. asks whether any hospital or sanatorium is in course of construc-
tion in England for the treatment of the consumptive poor on modern
lines, and whether subscriptions or donations entailing the customary
privileges of "life governor" are invited.

MONTHLY NURSES AND MEDICAL PRACTITIONERS.
,9oo.-Our correspondent "B." complains that he was engaged to attend
Mrs. R., but that the monthly nurse insisted upon R. being sent
for, who came and attended the case. B., when he heard of the
matter, was indignant, and accused the monthly nurse of being in the
pay of B. She denied this, saying that he "only gave her a shilling out
of the guinea." B. wrote to R. complaining of his interference with his
case, and R. in his reply has denied that he knew that B. had been
engaged to attend, and especially denied the statement that he made
any payment to the monthly nurse.

***B. should aecept R.'s disclaimer, but R. should be in future
exceedingly careful in his relations with this nurse. We have no doubt
that to pay or bribe a monthly nurse is dishonourable conduct, and that
means can be found to stop such practices wherever they can be proved
to exist.

AcUTE CEDEMA OF THE CONJUNCTIV7E.
W. E. M. (Constantinople) asks for light on the following case: A. B., a

healthy young man of 25, of temperate habits, first officer of a steam-
ship trading between England and the Mediterranean Sea, whilst suffer-
ing from an acute feverish catarrh, was suddenly seized one eveningwith violent pain in both eyes almost without any warning. I found
some injection cf the coijunctivae, together with puffiness oi both eye-
lids. These symptoms, together with the pain, increased rapidly until
he was quite unable to open the eyes owing to the swelling of the lids
and the cedema of the conjunctivm. On account of the severe pain I
injected hypodermically * gr. of morphine in the forearm, and applied
frequent hot fomentations over both eyes. This relieved the symptoms
considerably, and he was able to obtain some sleep during the night.
The following morning both lids were enormously swollen and glued
together by a secretion from the conjunctiva, which was so cedematous
that it bulged between the lids when anr attempt was made to open
them. There was. however, but little pain by this time. By bathing the
lids with a hot solution of sodium bicarbonate and washing out the con-

junctiva with lotio acidi boracici, these symptoms were much relieved,
and by continuing this treatment at intervals they gradually subsided,
so much so that by the next day they had quite disappeared, and by
applying the usual remedies for catarrh the patient was soon restored
to health. He stated that he had suffered in this wayon three previous
occasions, once during an attack of acute tonsillitis, but he was unable
to assign any cause for the other two attacks, being in perfect health at
the time. There was no history of gout or renal troublc.

"A FREE DISPENSARY."
X RAY."-Our correspondent says he is thinking of establishing a " free
dispensary for diseases of women" in a densely populated neighbour-
hood of a large town. His own name would not appear, but publicity
would be given to the movement by the title as above being placed "in
the window of a small house," which we presume would be the house in
which the work of the dispensary would be done. Our correspondent
further explains that he intends to take no fees at this dispensary, but
that if consulted there by persons able to pay he shall ask them to call
upon him at his own house.
*** We enter into these details in order to show our correspondent

that we have duly considered what he probably regards as the extenuat-
ing circumstances of his proposal. He asks whether the scheme is per-
fectly ethical and professional. In our opinion it is neither ethical nor

professional for a medical man to establish a free dispensary which is to
be under no sort of public control, as such institutions are liable to be
gravely abused:

LEAD AS AN ABORTIFACIENT.
DR. Guy J. BRANSON (Edgbaston) writes: During July, I898, I had under
my observation a multipara, who, under pressure to account for the
well-marked symptoms of lead poisoning from which she was suffering,
admitted having taken a pennyworth of "diachylon" some three or
four weeks previously. She stated that she had made up some sixty
pills from this, its size in bulk being about that of one's thumb. These

she took within the space of forty-eight hours. The result answeired to.
her expectations, and when I was called in to see her she certainly pre-
sented every appearance of having had a very severe and protracted
dose of lead. The colic and blue line were both typical and well
marked. The uterus was completely empty. She had been about three
months pregnant. I could obtain no history of acute symptoms at the!
time of taking the pills-a fact which somewhat surprised me ccnsider-
ing the dose. The immediate effect of the poison seems to have ex-
pended itself on the uterus. A few days after 1 had first seen this case,
an inquest on a young woman was reported in the Birmingham papers ;
the death being attributed to lead poisoning, self-administered, with
the same intent. Some inquiries I made of local chemists pointed to
the use of diachylon as a criminal abortifacient being extremely com-
mon, but none of my frieDds to whom I mentioned the case had met
with anything similar. Of course the effect of lead on the pregnant
uterus is well known to all, but I have thought that many obscure cases
of poisoning, in which the source of the lead cannot be discovered, may
be due in women to this form of abortion-mongering.
*** We may refer our correspondent to a paper on Two Cases of

Poisoning by the Self-administration of Diachylon-Lead Plaster-for
the Purpose of Procuring Abortion, by Dr. F. M. Pope, published in the
BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL of July iSt, 1893, page 9.

MORTUARY ACCOMMODATION.
F.R.C. S. writes to inquire as to what is to be done with a body in the event
of a death occurring in the cottage hospital, which has no mortuary
attached to it. There is at present no public mortuary in the town to.
which a corpse can be removed.
*** Until the body of a deceased person is taken away from the hos-

pital either by the friends or the undertaker, the authorities must keep
it for the time being, and set apart some place for the purpose. No
churchwarden or other person is bound to provide mortuary accommo-
dation, and the hospital authorities, like proprietors of hotels and
lodging houses, are expected to retain the body of a person who dies on
the premises for a reasonable time until arrangements can be made for
the interment. The local sanitary authority has power to provide a
public mortuary to which all bodies can be removed on order of the
medical officer of health should they in his opinion become a nuisance
or injurious to health. The coroner can also order the removal of a&
body to a public mortury for post-mortem examination and to await in-
quest. We should hardly think that a site in the street in the centre of,
a town would be the most suitable for a public mortuary. As a rule the
residents usually prefer such a place in the neighbourhood of a church-
yard or cemetery, and not quite so near their own dwellings. A public
mortuary, if properly constructed, should contain three or four
chambers, of which one should be arranged for post-mortem examina-
tions, one for those dying of infectious diseases, and the others suttably
arranged as restingplaces for the dead-pendiDg inlterment or cremation.
Doubtless if such a mortuary were established the Hospital Committee
would have no difficultyin makingarrangements with the local authority
for the accommodation required.

A.S.R.S.-We hope shortly to be in a position to publish some reliable
data upon the subjectraised by our correspondent's question.

EXAMINATION OF BLOOD IN DISEASE.
W. S.-We have referredthe questions which our correspondent asks as to
Dr. Gulland's paper to that gentleman, and he replies as follows: (X) A
" cosmetic operation " is one intended for the removal of some defect
which interferes with the patient's appearance or usefulness without
causing symptoms-for example, the removal of an accessory finger or
large wen. (2) In a paper of mine in the Scottish Medical and Surqicdt
Journal for April, i899, a full description of the different niethods of
fiXing and staining films is given. This answers (3) also. (4) Accounts
of the methods of enumerating red and white corpuscles, etc., are given
in most handbooks of clinical methods. The best account. of blood
changes in disease in English is to be found in Cabot's Clinical Examina-
tion of the Blood, 3rd edition; a shorter but good account in Coles's
Diseases of the Blood. The textbook of general medicine in which most
attention is given to these matters is Osler's (last edition).

"Is ADVERTISING UNPROFESSIONAL ?."
UNDER this heading a correspondent writes to us enclosing acircular
which he has received from a Swiss hotel in which it is proposed to
carry out treatment for lung diseases under the personal supervision of
a resident physician, whose name is given, and to whom intending
visitors are referred for further Information. We think the wording of
the circular does not justify the criticisms of our correspondent, as we
do not think there is any evidence that the doctor in question is to be
manager of the hotel, that he intends to dispense medicines, that he
states that his treatment is the best, or that he does or does not confine
his medical practice to the treatment of lung diseases; and we cannot
help thinking that our correspondent by these rash statements creates
the impression that he is hardly able to look at the matter judicially.
The fact evidently is that the doctor in question is attempting to
establish at this hotel treatment similar to that carried out
by Dr. Walther at Nordrach. There are resident physicians at
hydropathic establishments in this country who occupy analogouq
positions, and whose names regularly appear upon advertise-
ments of these institutions, and have done so for mapy
years past without any action having been taken by any;of the;
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medical authorities. It is also the practice of many lunatic
asylums to advertise, giving the name of the resident physician
or medical superintendent. These cases are sufficiently parallel to show
that the present case is not without precedent. Our correspondent
states that among our foreign brethren there is a higher appreciation of
the dignity of the medical profession than with us, but we think that he
must have a very small acquaintance with the real state of thiDgs. If he
will take up any German medical newspaper, lie will find it filled with
leaflet advertisements of institutions for the treatment of various
special diseases, such as diseases of the lungs, of the stomach, of the
nervous system, etc., under eminent medical direction, very often with
a university professor at the head. These are private establishments
maintained for the profit of the doctors concerned. We have expressed
ourselves sufficiently strongly about advertising for there to be no doubt
at all as to our views upon this subject; but it seems that unless English
doctors are to stand aside altogether and refuse to take part in the
direction of sanatoria for consumption, some suich circulars as that
to which our correspondent objects must be permitted.

"OTEO, LETTERS, zte.

'KENT has omitted to verify his communication with his name.

HOSPITAL REFORM ASSOCIATION.
DR. T. GARRETT HORDER (Cardiff), Honorary becretary Hospital Reform
Association, writes: Perhaps you will allow me to announce that in
answer to an appeal in aid of the expenses of the Conference held last
month, I have received the following sums:

s. d.
Mr. William Allingham, F.R.C.S.... ... 5 5 o

Dr. Francis J. A. Waring ... ... O

I may mention that we slhall be prepared to issue a full report of the
proceedings in a few days. The papers read are well worthy of study by
all those who desire to bring about a satisfactory solution of this diffi-
cult question.

MOSQUITOS AND MALARTA.
MR. J. CUSSONs HEPTON (Waterloo) writes: In a book called Mehalah,
written by Rev. Baring Gould some thirty years ago, there occurs the
following st-iking passage:
"In the plaster and oak cottages, away from the sea, by stagnant

pools, the hatching places of clouds of mosquitos, whence rises with
the night the haunting spirit of tertian ague, the hag that rides on, and
takes the life out of the sturdieqt men and women, and shakes and
wastes the vital nerves of the children."

It is 'nteresting to note that the two associated causes of malaria
are mentioned together-"the stagnant pools" and "clouds of mos-
ouitos."

HuAMORRIIAGE FROM THE EARS.
DiR. CLEMENTS HAILES, F.R.C S.Edin. (Surgeon Ear Dispensary, Bristol;

late Clinical Assistant Royal Ear Hospital), writes: Anent the discus-
sion in your correspondence columns on bleeding from the ears as a
symptom of mountain sickness. I may mention the case of a patient of
mine, who, when living in the Rocky Mountains 6,oco feet above tlle sea
level, used to find that if he ascended another I,o0o feet, he was seized
with giddiness. deafness, and hammorrhage from the ears; if he then lay
down he was able to hear slieep bells, and the symptoms passed off, the
hearing power gradually returninig. Also re Dr. C. A. Sturrock's letter
on a Method for the Removal of Foreign Bodies from the Nose and Ear.
I have practised this method on the ear in a considerable number of
cases, but it is necessary to be sure that the Eustachian passage is free
or the powerful action of the brass syringe anid rubber tubing attached
has the effect of cuppiDg on the contents of the tympanic cavity, con-
gestion of the tympanic membrane becomes visible, and I have seen
free haemorrhage into the external meatus from its use; this might be
expected to occur also into the tympanum with unpleasant results.

EMETICS IN ORCHITIS.
ARMSTRONG TODD (Monkstown) writes: In the EPITOME of this

week, November 2s5th (417), A. Pigot remarks, " No other treatment (than
administration of sodium salicylate) is so useful in orchitis." This
statement leads me to wonder if the elder Colles's experience was ever
recorded concerning the use of emetics. It is interesting, as thereby
hangs a tale. A patient, suffering from gonorrhceal orchitis contracted
in Liverpool was travelling over to Dublin in order to consult Dr.
Colles about his complaint. The weather was very rough, and on his
arrival in Dublin, after severe sea-sickness had prostrated him, the
orchitis was gone and not a trace remained. I personally have seen
cases where emetics have cured the complaint practically in twenty-four
hours, or at least so allevlate it that the sufferers were perfectly com-
fortable and able to pursue their ordinary avocations.

THE RELATIVE IMMUNITY OF DOGS TO PYOGENIC INFECTION.
DR. JOSIAH OLDFIELD (Harley Street, W.) writes: May I carrY Mr. Lenthal
Cheatle's arguments on this subject a little further? I think that he
will find, if he continues his investigations, that the difference of
relative immunity is twofold: (i) That animals of lower organisation
are generallyless susceptible to infection by certain micro-organisms
than animals of a higher organisation ; and (2) that the relative immun-
it_y of animals of a similarly-developed organisation depends largely
upon variability in their present habits in respect to natural habits.
Thus the pet poodle is far more liable to Infection than the hill sheep
dog, and the cockney human more liable than the Soudan Arab. It
gives a wrong impression if all dogs are treated as equally immune, and
all humans as equally susceptible.

THE COUP DE GRiCE IN BULL FIGHTS.
DR. MSON JOUBERT (Philadelphia Medical Record, October 7th, I8gg) has
made several necropsies on the bodies of bulls killed in the ring, and
finds that in the majority of cases death has been the result of a sword
thrust delivered into the left side of the chest between the shoulder
blade and the spinal column. The sword enters the thorax close to the

heart and cuts completely across the large vessels-aorta and vena cava
or their principal trunks-close to the base of the heart. Death is there-
fore extremely rapid. The very acme of the matador's art, however, is
said to be the introduction of the sword point into the occipito-atlantal
space, severing that ligament and dividing the spinal cord at its junction
with the medulla oblongata. When this is done 8ecundem artem the
animal is instantly killed, and falls dead on the ground like a thunder-
bolt.

SUPERNUMERARY THUMB.
DR. J. W. MARTIN (Dumfries, N.B.) writes: On September 27th, 1899, 1

attended at the birth of a female child who had the peculiarity of
possessing an accessory thumb on the right hand. The second thumb
is altogether tlhinner than the other, but has two phalanges like the
first. An interesting point about the case is that the father of the child
Ias the same peculiarity of the right hand, while the one older child
shows nothing unusual.
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